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THE COSMOGONY AS REVEALED BY THE PRES- 
ENT STATE OF ASTRONOMY. | 


BY PROF. ORMSBY M’KNIGHT MITCHEL. 
The most wonderful volume in existence is, | 


beyond a doubt, the Bible. It is wonderful | 
for its high pretensions, for its almost in- | 
credible claims to Divine origin, for its ex-| 
ceeding antiquity. It is wonderful in its reve- | 
lation of the being of God, and in its declara- | 
tions concerning the attributes of this Al-| 
mighty Spirit. It is wonderful for its pro-| 
fessed revelation of the creation of the uni- 
verse, the formation of man, the origin of evil, | 
man’s fall from innocence, and his restoration | 
to happiness. It is wonderful for its daring 
chronology, its positive history, its prophetic 
declarations. It is wonderful on account of 
its sublime philosophy, its exquisite poetry, its 
magnificent figures, its overwhelming lan- 
guage of description. It is wonderful for the 
diversity of its writers, diverse in their attain- | 
ments, countries, languages, and education. 
It is wonderful for its boldness, in the use of 
illustrations, metaphors, figures, drawn from 
every department of human knowledge, from 
natural history, from meteorology, from op- 
tics, from astronomy. It is wonderful for the | 
superior conceptions of its writers, of the gran- 
deur and magnificenee of the physical uni- 
verse. It is wonderful that it has exposed | 
itself to attack and destruction, at every point 
of time, by every discovery of, man, by the 
revelations of geology, chronology, history, 
ancient remains disemboweled from the earth, | 
by astronomy, by the discoveries of natural | 
history, and, above all, by the non-fulfilment | 
of its historical predictions. And it is most) 
of all wonderful, that up to the present time, 
in the opinion of hundreds of thousands of the ' 
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judicious, reflecting, and reasoning, amon 
earth’s inhabitants, during three eee 
years since its first book was written, it has 
maintained its high authority, and has re- 
tained in all this vast lapse of time a powerful 
sway over the human mind. 

On all these accounts, (exclusive of its 
moral teachings, its grand primary object,) no 
one will deny that it is a volume demanding 
the most attentive and patient investigation. 
It has not escaped overthrow for lack of ene- 
mies. It has been assailed at every point,— 
its history, its theology, its chronology, its 
cosmogony, its astronomy, its geology, all 
these in their turn have been attacked by the 
cultivators of science, and by the onward 
movement and development of each succeed- 
ing age. The philosophy of Greece has de- 
parted. The hoary astronomy of three thou- 
sand years has perished in the grave. The 
gods of antiquity, the Olympic Jupiter, the 
dazzling Apollo, the trident-bearing Neptune, 
and the forger of Heaven’s thunderbolts, are 
all swept away by the onward heaving of the 
human mind, if not by the superior power of 
the revelations of this wonderful volume. 
And yet, the most venerable system of all re- 
mains, and to this system we are compelled 
by reason, by sound sense, by pure philosophy, 
to turn and inquire how this is, and whence 
the mystery of perpetuity and powerful tenac- 
ity of life. All else dies while the Bible sur- 
vives. Even the nation from whence it 
sprang, the languages in which it was com- 
posed, the countries of its birth, scarcely exist, 
but inits marvellous pages. If, indeed, it 
be the Word of the ever-living God, then, 
indeed, the mystery is revealed ; but if this 
high claim cannot be maintained, he who 
disbelieves must frame a theory by which the 
present facts may be reasonably explained. 

It must be borne in mind that the books of 
this volume were composed at periods of 
time widely separated; a lapse of nearly 
two thousand years intervenes between the 
date of the compositions of Moses and the 
Revelation of St. John, the divine; and now 
nearly a like period has rolled away, since 
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the sacred canon was closed, onl the book | 
was sealed up for ever, nothing more to be 
added, and from its finished contents nothing | 
ever to be taken. It was closed up amid the 
splendors of the Roman empire, when litera- 
ture, and art, and philosophy, held their gold- 
en reign over the civilized world. It was| 
fully finished while yet science was in its in- 
fancy ; during the reign of error, and ignor-| 
ance, and prejudice, and long before the 
truths of science, in any of its “departments, | 
had yet shed their light upon the world. Du-| 
ring these eighteen hundred years of the Chris- | 
tian era, for this volume has even given an 
era to the most cultivated nations of earth, | 
the human mind has not been idle. In his- | 
tory it has searched the buried ruins of past 
centuries, it has disentombed mighty cities, | 
colossal columns, endless hieroglyphs. It has 
read on coins, on medals, on inscriptions of | 
the rocks, in monumental piles, in sculptured 
enigmas, the history of the past. The frag-| 
ments of the primitive writers of all nations 
have been collected, the Egyptian Manetho, | 
the Babylonian Berosus, the Phenician San-| 
choniathon,—all have been searched to fling | 
their light far back into the dark clouds which | 
engloom the past. Chronology has brought | 
her aid the discoveries of modern sci- 
ence, and the celestial revolutions have been 
marshalled in her service. Geology has up- 


heaved the crust of the solid earth, and deep | 
delving, she has dug up the remains of former 


generations. Plants and animals, insects and 
reptiles, the inhabitants of a primeyal, preada- | 
mite earth, in their classes, orders, genera, | 
and species, have all been brought under the) 
bright focus of scientific investigation. Above 
the earth, science has soared into the clouds 
of heaven, and from her lofty height she has | 





revealed the facts and phenomena w hich | 
crowd earth, ocean, and atmosphere. The 

lightning’s blaze and the thunder’s peal, the | 
soft dew, the gentle zephyr, and the bls asting | 
tornado, have all been studied. Far beyond | 
in the blue ether she has winged her flight. | 

She has pierced the bright canopy of heay en. 
and opened up the amazing universe which | 
towers on every hand, lost interminable in the | 
unfathomable depths of space. Inshort, since 
the closing of the sacred canon, a new world | 
has been revealed, and science on her uplifted | 
throne, quadruple-crowned, sways a sceptre | 
over a boundless empire, which then had no 
existence. If, then, this so-called sacred vol-| 
ume be a tissue of falsehood, if its philosophy | 
be false, its theology false, its morals false, its | 
cosmogony false, its astronomy false, its his- | 
tory false, its productions false, its natural | 
science false, its geology false, its chronology 

false, then indeed let it beware, for science is 
marshalling its forces with strength irresisti- 
ble, pouring in from the east, west, north, and 
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south ; ascending from heights insurmount- 
able, rising from depths unfathomable ; all, 


‘all, conspiring the overthrow and final de- 
|struction of every system which is not found- 
'ed on the solid rock of truth itself. 


No one with a soul, which has ever risen 
above the clouds of prejudice, can for one mo- 
ment regret the downfall of error. Who re- 
grets the destruction of the philosophy of 
Aristotle, of the astronomy of Ptolemy? But 
it may be demanded is the Bible open to at- 
jtack? Does it pretend to teach any system 
of science? Yes, it pretends to teach theol- 
ogy, morals, and religion, directly and posi- 
tively, while it adverts indirectly to every 
branch of science, and in these occasional al- 


| lusions, lays itself open to attack at a thou- 


‘sand points. It is again demanded, whether 
its writers did not studiously avoid any com- 
mitment, with reference to matters of pure 
In case this be true, then is it one 
of the most inexplicable of marvels, that each 
jone of this multitude of writers, scattered 
| along the shores of the descending current of 
time for two thousand years, each one as -his 
occasion required, boldly reaching out his 
hand into the dark, and dragging to his use 
whatever of science his subject demanded, 
and yet with such wise caution, that the full 


blaze of truth and knowledge may never de- 
£ 


tect the ignorance of him, who thus plunges 
at random into the gloom of scientific night. 
It may be asserted that. positive statements 
have been avoided in the simplest of ways,— 
that there were none known, to be made. 
| But this is not the fact. Positive statements 
are made, and that too in the most unequivo- 
cal language. I need only cite the order of 
creation, the facts of history, the predictions 


|of the future, the universal deluge ; while to 


each of the other departments of knowledge 
| there is constant reference. 
(To be continued.) 


a 


‘‘Whatsoever things are pure ... think on these 
things.”’—Puit, iv. 8. 

Jane G. Swisshelm prefaces a biographical 
notice of one of her friends with this remark: 

“Would not this world be a better world if 
\the Press gave more space to the record of 
virtue, and less to that of vice? If instead of 
police reports, the sayings and doings of the 
vicious and depraved, our papers brought us 
‘accounts of good deeds done, good ‘words 
spoken, good lives lived, and good hopes of 
better words and deeds and lives in the great 
future, would they not furnish a better ali- 
ment to the soul, while the body is refreshed 
| by the morning and evening meals? I think 
| the answer is, ‘Yes,’ and that we might as 
well hope to ‘form healthy bodies by eating 
decayed food, as healthy souls by feeding on 
the garbage of crime.” —N. Y. Tribune, Feb. 20. 
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THE PRETENSIONS OF MODERN SPIRITUAL- 
ISM. SEDUCING SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES 
OF DEVILS. 

BY WILLIAM CROSWELL DOANE. 


‘*There shall not be found among you one that 
useth divination, . . or an enchanter, or a witch, | 
or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, | 
or a wizard, or a necromancer, for all that do these 
things are an abomination unto the Lord: and be- | 
canse of these abominations, the Lord thy God doth | 
drive them out from before thee. . . . The Lord | 
thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the | 
midst of thee, of thy brethren; unto him ye shall 
hearken.—Deor. xviii. 10, 11, 12 and 15. 

. * * * * 

I was confronted by the statement, that | 
some of those souls for whom I am to give 
account to God, had been drawn by curiosity 
into contact with a circle of men who pretend 
to hold converse with the souls of the de- 
parted. I felt at first that private warnings | 
would be enough to check the danger. I 
dread to give to any thing, which contains so 
large an admixture of silly vulgarity, the 
dignity of a public contradiction. But as I 
thought of the unwearied and varied devices | 
of the adversary of our souls: how some- 
times, in the majesty of an angel fallen, he 
leads us to the high level of argument ‘and 
reason; and sometimes, in the dishonor of a 
hissing snake, he crawls upon the belly of 
vulgar and insinuating lies; as I felt how 
such an infection spreads and taints, in secret, 
many souls, which show no outward symp- 
toms, till, suddenly, they die; as I felt that, 
by God’s grace, I might save other souls 
than those committed to my care, my sense 
of duty took another turn, and I could feel, 
in a degree, as my mind turned from thinking | 
of the glory of the Transfiguration, to think- 
ing of the vile, sensuous blasphe mies of mod- 
ern Spiritualism, I could feel, in a degree, 
what the Apostles must have felt when com- 
ing down from the company of the Saviour 
glorified, with Moses and Elias, they de- 
scended to the loathsome, terrible sight of 
that poor demoniac boy, torn by that evil 
spirit, gnashing his teeth and withering away, 
and wallowing, foaming on the ground. And 
I came here to speak to Christian men, to 
any man who believes the Bible to be the 
Word of God, “the Lord being my helper,” 
to “ banish and drive away from the Church 
all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God’s Word.” The dumb spirit that pos- 
sessed that boy mastered the imperfect faith 
of nine Apostles on the day of the Trans- 

figuration. If your imperfect or uninstructed 
faith have yielded to the claim of this new 
device of Satan, it is not his greater power, 
but your weakness. And when the voice of 


Christ speaks out of His old Word, “ J) 


charge thee;” the voice of the Revealer of | 
the Scriptures, out of their letter; the voice 


of the incarnate, out of the written Word, of 
both the Old and the New Testaments; when 
that voice speaks out, as it does out of the 
text in Deuteronomy and the Scriptures which 
I shall quote to-night, then shall the truth 
prevail. I simply state, as what I mean to 
prove, that the pretensions of so-called Spirit- 
ualism are false, impossible, blasphemous, 
and dangerous to men’s souls. It may seem 
strange, beloved, to turn for the rebuke of to- 
day’s sins to the Scriptures of centuries ago ; 

but all Scripture is profitable for reproof and 


for instruction, because it all is given by God. 


And if Christian men fall into the errors of 
| which Jews were warned, if Christian men 
‘commit heathen abominations, the old voice 
of God speaks out, through all the centuries 
since its first utterance, to condemn the re- 


|vived wrong. And while the comfort of the 


ancient promises still stands for us, the stern- 
ness of the old denunciations stands as well. 
They speak in every age to all who have any 


| need to hear. 


Now, the prohibition in the text covers a 
class of sins which it denounces in one 
breath, and gives the reason for their de- 
nunciation. The sins thus put together are 
| kindred sins. Charmers, enchanters, witches, 
|and wizards, are on a level in the eye of God 
with necromancers and consulters of familiar 
spirits. The distinctions among these various 
words are worthy of notice. In the original 
they mean, fortune-teliers, consulters of birds, 
those who sing enchantments, examiners of 
the entrails of sacrificed children, ventrilo- 
quists ; while the word necromancer means 
directly a man who inquires of the dead. 

In such company, at the outset, in God’s 
esteem, do spiritualists stand. Fortune-tellers 
and witches are handed over to be used by 
the most ignorant, most vulgar, most de- 
graded human beings. No man having a 
claim to the title of respectability would dare 
to own that he so much as thought of using 
them. They stand with jugglers, and trick- 
sters with cards, as either vulgar impostors, 
forbidden by law, or as clever sleight-of-hand 
men. I need not argue against them; I 
speak of them to show you in what esteem 
the Word of God, and men who believe the 
| Word of God, hold necromancers, or those 
who inquire of the dead. Of these consulters 
of the dead there are two classes, all described 
by the one term. Some went and lay all 
night upon a grave, with their ear pressed to 
the earth, and heard the voice of the dust that 
there was buried; or else, fell asleep while 
there, and heard it in their dreams. Others, 
and of such was the Witch of Endor, by 
their control of familiar spirits or demons, 
claimed to have power over the souls of the 
| departed. Against the whole practice, in 
‘either way conducted, this Word of God pro- 
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tests. And upon what grounds? That they 
were heathen abominations; the very abomi- 
nations on account of which the seven na- 
tions were driven from the promised land. 
And into these, men are to fall in Christian 
times. With abominations such as these, 
that good land which God has given us is to 
be overrun. O beloved! at the start, take 
in and realize this truth. 

Sorely upon our nation lies the heavy hand 
of God.* Religious men must own this visita- 
tion a punishment forsin. How far does this 
abomination enter in to fill up the cup which 
is so overfull? Those seven nations of Ca- 
naan are, in all Christian esteem, the type of 
essential and intolerable wrong, of the seven 
deadly sins. Will you draw nigh, on any 
motive, to touch them? Can you, 
defilement? “There shall not be among you 
one who inquires of the dead.” And there 
are among us, it stated, two 
openly, four millions imperfectly, practising, 
believing this, which, in a heathen nation, 
was abomination unto the Lord. 

But there is a deeper, farther reaching rea- 
son than this. 
suffered thee to do” these things. “The 
Lord thy God shall raise up unto thee a 
Prophet out of the midst of thee, of thy breth- 
ren; unto him ye shall hearken.” Here, my 


18 


beloved, was the great fundamental truth on 


which this prohibition stands. A 
filment should wait, and wait, through genera- 
tions; a prophet to ve raised up; a hope, a 
promise, a future thing; this was ground 
enough on which to forbid all seeking after 
revelations from the dead. Toward this the 
straining eye of every faithful Jew looked, 


peering through the lingering twilight of that | f 
isult the fulness of His mercy by seeking 


protracted dawn. Toward it the types all 
turned, the prophecies pointed, the provi- 
dences of God converged. And ever and 
anon, like a lamp shining in a dark place, 
there came a voice from that expected Proph- 
et, the Revealer, speaking through His com- 
missioned teachers, and declaring all that 
was needful and best for them to know. To 
those who would be wise beyond this, intrud- 
ing into those things which they could not 
see, the only way open to gratify their wicked 
curiosity was in the use of these forbidden 
arts, against which stood out the stern de- 
nunciation of the text. 


But, my beloved, you may make the case | 
stronger still, with the fuller teachings of our | 


time. Listen to that only voice, that comes 
to us out of the mysterious shadows of the 
abode of departed souls, in the Saviour’s 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The 
agony of that rich man’s helpless remorse 


* Written in 1863. 


without | 


millions | 


“The Lord thy God hath not | 





far-off | 
point, centuries away ; a prophecy, whose ful- | 
| we have Him in the power of His perpetual 
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longed for some other voice, some voice from 
the dead, to reach his brethren’s hearts. And 
from the Father of the faithful, in whose bos- 
om rest all faithful souls, the answer came— 
whose perpetual present is the eternal witness 
to the sufficiency of the Scriptural revelation : 
“They have Moses and the prophets.” How 
it goes back to take in God’s ancient word: 

“A Prophet shall the Lord raise up of thy 
brethren.” How it sweeps up from that first 
revelation every inspired voice, from Moses 
down to Malachi. How it holds up to every 
soul of man the completed Canon as contain- 
ing all needful, aye, all possible manifestations 
of God. “ They have Moses and the proph- 

ets.” Ah, beloved! if the necromancers of 
our day could get a voice to speak to them 
from Paradise; if the vulgar violence of 
their knockings and callings could wake even 
an echo from that blessed place; could they 
so much as stir a ripple of its peace to break 
itself against those open gates, this would be 
the only answer, or else the words of Jesus 
Christ ‘are false: “Ye have Moses and the 
prophets.” Nay, more for us. This was for 
Jews. This was for ante-Christian days. 
This was for the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment only. With what a thousand-fold in- 
creased force do the Divine reason in Deuter- 
onomy and the word of Abraham in 8t. 
Luke, come to us. We have Moses and the 
prophets, and the Prophet like unto Moses, even 
Christ; we have Him in His incarnate life; 


presence; we have Him in the Bible; we 
have Him in the Church; we have Him in 
our hearts; we have Him living, teaching, 
revealing, leading, opening Heaven, showing 
us the Father. How dare we turn from Him 
to any other revelations? How dare we in- 


something more, from the living to the dead? 
Mind you, beloved, in the outskirts of this 


| subject, before you touch it, that you may 


not touch it, the old Word of God reads so 
for us, and we shall be judged by this read- 
ing: “There shall not be found among you a 


‘necromancer, one who inquireth of the dead. 


The Lord thy God hath raised up unto thee 
a Prophet, from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren ; unto him ye shall hearken.” And 
from the place of the departed comes up the 
antiphon of their response, who, since the 
first Easter even, have rejoiced in fuller light 
and richer peace; ye have, nay, rather, in 
the communion of saints, we have Moses and 
the Prophets, and the Prophet, the Anointed, 
the Messiah—let us hear them. I account 
this in itself to condemn as unlawful and out- 
rageous, the impertinent pretensions of spirit- 
ualism. 

But I want to look with you a little further 
into the workings of its claim, and their re- 
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sults. A single error attac ks truth on many | Shechem, the son nel Hamor. When you pre- 
sides; and every side bristles with defences. | sume, when you tempt the Lord, when you go 
The weapons vary as the points of attack | out of the path of your Christian duty, you go 
change. And remember, beloved, that truth | away from the protection of God and the an- 
does not attack; it defends itself. These} gelic care. I do not know, beloved, nor you, 
pushing, forward, impudent inventions are how thin the veil is that parts us from un- 
the offenders. Not to be feared, in one| known and unimagined mysteries. That in- 
sense; because the truth of God is sure to| visible spirit of evil, that great and terrible 
revail; and yet, in another, to be feared, |reality, the devil, is near us; how near I 
can their specious falseness will allure, to | know not, but always very near. And when 
destruction, many a silly soul. I do not pro- | you reach your hand out wilfully into this 
pose tu enter into a detailed examination of| veil, hung up by God, to grope and grasp 
spiritualism. Whether its signs and tokens) after what God has purposely concealed, 
are tricks or not; whether they are W rought | that evil power may be there to clutch it; to 
by natural or by supernatural means ; whether | fill it with what seems a discovery, to draw 
they depend upon sleight-of-hand and ven-/| this groping hand, and the soul with it, into 
triloquism ; whether they are the uncontrol-| utter destruction ‘and death. “Touch not 
lable workings of well-kuown physical laws;|the accursed thing.” This is the only rule. 
whether they. are merely, or mainly, the over- | If to inquire of the dead be, as we have seen 
wrought violence of that imagination which | an abomination to the Lord, even the fact of 
turns white sheets upon a clothes-line into | their answering, even if it be proved, does 
ghosts, and the phosphorescent marsh- lights | not justify it. If any further revelation is con- 
into the devil’s lanterns; or whether they are | trary to the revealed word of God, then the 
the operations of some yet unknown law of na-| Christian duty of every man is plain : to 
ture ; with these things I have no concern. The| condemn it and avoid it as an evil, no matter 
vulgarity, the sensuality, the low common-| what its seeming tokens. Try ‘the spirits 
place, the falseness, the money-making trick-| | whether they be of God or no. If they con- 
ery, the utter folly, the violent absurdity, of| tradict, nay, if they are in the fact of their 
much that is mixed up with spiritualism, | pretended existence contrary to what is writ- 
refer a good part of its claims to a decidedly | | ten, they are tried and self-condemned. I 
earthly origin, and that a very low, and igno- | | dwell on this because I would have you un- 
rant, and ‘uneducated one. I am not pre-| derstand it. It is St. Paul’s urgency against 
pared to say whether or not there is more|the manifestation of the man “of sin, with 
than this in it. Nor do I dispute its phe- | “ all deceivableness of unrighteousnes.” Not 
nomena. The magicians of Egypt worked/|examine it, but “hold fast the traditions 
miracles, as well as Moses, up to a certain | which ye have been tavght.” Oppose possible 
point. And Simon Magus was a successful|error with positive truth. “If we, or an 
sorcerer. I confess to a general disbelief in| angel from Heaven, preach unto you any 
them. If I were asked to define spiritualism, | other gospel, let him be accursed.” 
I should call it a mixture of the essentially (To be continued.) 
earthly and the supernatural; the earthly | ’ 
being of the lowest and most earthy sort, and the | 
spiritual being evidently, and beyond a doubt, | - 
devilish. But that does not touch the case. | 7° i ei i ia 
What I have to do with is their right or | ; From the Herald of Peace. 
wrong, their truth or error. And these are | DRESS. 
questions independent of any examination of| Now that the peculiar costume, that for so 
the phenomena. It is not needful to get| many years distinguished the members of the 
drunk in order to preach against drunken- | Society of Friends outwardly from other Chris- 
ness, or to mingle with profligates to denounce | tian professors, and from the people of the 
lust. Nor need you examine and try the| world, is gradually—and in some localities 
workings of spiritualism i in order to denounce | | rapidly—disap pearing, the question naturally 
and disbelieve it. Nay, false as it is, there is | suggests itself, how are the advantages which 
danger in so doing. You do wrong in dab-| were derived from the “plain dress” to be 
bling with it at all. The beginning of it is a | supplied in the change? 
sin. And when you begin it, ‘when you enter | Advantages there certainly were, and 
into it, you do wrong, you commit a sin.| among them none more striking than that of 
Amusement, curiosity, love of novelty, s specu- | the immediate recognition of brethren. This 
lative inquiry, are no excuse for committing | was especially the case previous to the sepa- 
sin. It was only the curiosity to see the) ration of 1827. It was perfectly in keeping 
daughters of the land that led Dinah, the| with the fraternal feeling that Friends pos- 
daughter of Jacob, to her own dishonor, and | sessed one for another, which feeling doubt- 
caused the death of all the men of the city of! less originated in the belief that all of our 


We ought either to be silent or to speak 
things that are better than silence.—Pytha- 
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name recognized the same wiinideod of moral 
action, i. e. the will of God. 

At our great gatherings, the eye rested with 

satisfaction on the body of believers, easily 

dis tinguished by the outward garb ; while 
the solemn silence, the meditative attitude, 
the vocal prayer, the simple preaching, all 
seemed in harmony with our high standard, 
consistent with a religion which, as Spurgeon 
observes, “was to rebuke the 
other people.” 

Advantages there certainly were: and 
among them, and of great value, too, was the 
influence this dress had in giving tone to the 
conversation of the elderly portion of our com- 
munion in presence of the youth. The latter 
instinctively recognize the appearance as a| 
profession, and held the wearer to strict ac- 
count. Only those who have mingled exten- 
sively in social intercourse with the people of 
other denominations, can be aware of the 
elevated tone of a Quaker “ company.”— 
Thomas Clarkson, in his “ Portraiture,” speaks 
of it with strong commendation. 
knows how much advantage this may have 


fooleries of | 


Who! 


\a future of as much Christian simplicity. 
| It is far easier to undo than to do; 





been to one so signally salled, as was he, to 
fight the battle of the Lord, for those “ whose 
feet were bound in fetters” ? 


Advantages there were: the weak young 


man, perhaps a very child in Christian ex- 
perience, living his early life in a quiet coun- 


try town, where perhaps his own faith was in 
a strong position, and where he was well 
known, sought to better his worldly condition, 
by life in a city where Friends were but a 
handful, and the enemy active ; easily iden- 
tified by his dress, he shrinks from ‘the attend- 


it may be, is saved to his friends, to society, 
and the good of the world. 

True, it may be urged, “ He should be for- 
tified with Christian Principles.” But the 
strongest have “ moments of weakness,” and 
perhaps in the future we may be pepmitted 
to see that in the way by which we have been 
led, the influences brought to bear upon us 
have often been seemingly very small. There 


| heavenly crown is the cross of Christ. 


\then you will never reach the 


| Christ, he is none of his.” 





are “creeping” Christians ; there are those 
who can wi alk by “ holding on,” but how few 
who can “ go alone.” 

Much has been said of the “ advantage— 
religiously—of a testimony against the chang- 
ing fashions of the world.” 

Appearance teaches ; the fashionable dress, 
the brilliant ornaments, the expensive mate- 
rial, convey their lessons at first sight, espe- 
cially to children, and those in inferior posi- 
tions. They speak of “the world and the 
things of the world.” The simple costume, 
and the absence of ornament and superfluity, 
if they do not teach affirmatively, convey no 
such lessons. When accompanied with gen- 





tleness and humility, and withal cheerfulness, 
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they are affirmative instructors, not to be de- 
spised. 

There have been also what may be termed 
inferior advantages, such as the necessity 
which this garb imposed, for neatness of per- 
son, and the saving of time and attention to 


| dress to those w ho, realizing the great issues 


of life, disliked to turn aside for such trifles. 

Were not all these advantages? What 
have we to take their place? Without a defi- 
nition of plainness, such as this has been 
practically, can we avoid becoming more or 
less fashionable ? 

That the “ plain dress,” as it is technically 
termed, became of far too much importance, 
few will deny: but when it has entirely dis- 
appeared, have we even a testimony against 
the wearing of jewels to take its place ? ? Al 
ready we see sometimes more than the “sim- 


| ple pin.” 


But we are a plain people yet, and this ar- 


| ticle is written to induce a greater value for 


our outward part; with, perhaps, a hope for 


and life is 
not long enough to spare much time for re- 


building. M. 


senlliciasicnliidionienbins 
THE RACE FOR THE CROWN. 
BY THEODORE LEDYARD CUYLER. 
The only starting-point in the race for a 


To the 
thousands who are just now coming into the 
attitude of church members we would offer 
the timely caution—make a right start. If 


| you do not begin with a converted heart, and 


‘an honest purpose to serve the Lord Jesus, 
ance of improper places of amusement, and | 


whether rich or poor, popular or unpopular, 
“mark for the 
prize.” Stop at once. Make no profession 
of what you do not possess, If Christ be not 
in you, you are not a Christian. Begin again. 
Throw away your hope: it isa false one. No 


/man cometh to the Father but through Christ 


Jesus. “If any man have not the Spirit of 


The right start is 
in penitent faith at the cross; the first step is 
to give the whole heart to the Saviour. 

The Greek racer in the Isthmian games 

was accustomed to train himself for the con- 
test by rigid self-denial, by abstinence from 
intoxicating drinks and luxurious food. He 
“kept his body under.” And when he started 
on the decisive race in the stadium, he threw 
off all his entangling garments. He did not 
carry an extra pound, for that pound might 
cost him the crown of victory. Even so, good 
friends, seeing you are compassed about with 
a cloud of witnesses, with so many who are 
watching you, lay aside every weight and the 
sin which doth so easily beset you, and run 
with patience the race set before you. This 
requires self-denial at the outset. “If any 
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man will come after me,” says the Master, | 
“Jet him deny himself.” Some start with too 
heavy a load; they undertake to carry the 
world on their backs, and break down under 
the weight. Some entangle themselves with 
a besetting sin; the sin trips them up, and 
they cannot run. Every backslider I have 
ever known was the victim of some one or 
more besetting sins. He would not give up 
his favorite sin; and so he soon gave up fol- 
lowing Christ. 

“Must I give up this thing, or that other 
thing?” I hear you say. Yes; you must give 
every thing up that is wrong, and nothing less. 
If you find that your spiritual growth and 
usefulness are hindered by engaging in cer- 
tain practices or attending certain places of 
amusement, then let them alone. If you have 
any doubts in your mind whether it is the 


right place for a Christian, stay away. For| 


one, I have never known a church member to 
be improved by the ball-room, the theatre, the 
card-table, or the social wine-glass. I have 
known hundreds to backslide when their feet 
touched these “slippery p!aces.” 

I also hold that Christians ought to surren- 
der even their right to do lawful things, if, by 
this course, they can remove stumbling-blocks 
out of the way of others, or can strengthen 
their own graces. The Greek racer denied 
himself many lawful indulgences. So should 
a Christian, whenever such denial makes him 
more athletic in spiritual power. Daily food 
is a lawful indulgence. But fasting is some- 
times profitable for body and soul. Many 
luxuries of domestic life are lawful in them- 
selves ; to give them up in order to have more 
money for Christian charities, or in order to 
discourage social extravagance, is a dictate of 
pure Christianity. John Wesley had a right 
to own silver plate; but he refused to possess 
more than two or three silver spoons “ while 
so many poor people were lacking bread.” If 
that same spirit actuated the churches of this 
day, there would not be a wine-bottle on a 
single Christian’s table; and there might be a 
Bible in every house or hut on the face of the 
globe. Yet Wesley was a cheerful, sunshiny 


Christian. Self-indulgence lives under the | 


clouds ; self-denial soars above them. 


Self-denial is one of the most beautiful of 
graces; we wish it were now common. The| 
standard is lowered every day in our Ameri- | 


ean churches. Let the young converts not 
copy the faults of their seniors ; for self-indul- 


gence is the order of the day. Paul was a| 
noble model for the new beginner. He ex-| 


claims, “ | keep the body under.” The literal 
translation of the Greek words is, J beat my 
body down with smashing blows. Self-denial 
sinewed him for the glorious fight. How can 
a man of God make headway towards heaven 
when he is enervated by luxury, or overloaded 
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with the cares of this world, or bandaged with 
the entanglements of fashion on every limb? 
Young brethren, starting in the race for a ce- 
lestial crown, lay aside every encumbering 
weight, and so run that ye may win! 

Let us remind you that failure is possible. 
The very admonition, “so run that ye may 
obtain,” implies that the crown may be lost. 
To lose that means to lose Christian character, 
to lose influence, to lose God’s favor, to lose 


| the sweetest joys of life, and to lose the soul 


for ever. There are backsliders in nearly 
every church. Will you be one? There are 
thousands who enter the visible church, but 
will probably never enter heaven. They soon 
halt in the race to clutch a bag of gold, or are 
decoyed aside into the flowery meadows of 
sensual indulgence, or are entrapped into fatal 
errors. If you fail, it will either be because 
vou did not set out with a converted, Christ- 
loving heart, or else were entangled by your 
own besetting sins. 
The Grecian races commanded the intense 
gaze of assembled thousands. Royal specta- 
tors were present ; sometimes princes stripped 
for the contest, and ran eagerly for the laurel 
crown. What a countless cloud of witnesses 
behold the immortal soul that is running for 
the heavenly prize! The general assembly of 
the first-born on high, the vast army of mar- 
tyrs, the church of God, the lynx-eyed world, 
are all watching the combatants in the Chris- 
tian race. The crown that is set before us is 
no wreath of laurel such as vulgar heroes win 
in the stadium, or a jewelled gew-gaw such as 
earthly princes covet. It will be the unfading 
‘erown of glory. It will be the smile of Je- 
hovah kindling on the brow of the saint,—a 
diadem of celestial and supernal light! 
‘ Breast the wave, Christian, 
Where it is strongest ; 
Watch for day, Christian, 
When night is longest ; 
Onward and onward still 
Be thine endeavor ; 


The rest that remaineth 
Endureth for ever. 


‘« Fight the fight, Christian, 
Jesus is o’er thee; 
Run the race, Christian, 

Heaven is before thee; 
He who hath promised 

Faltereth never ; 

Oh, trust in the love that 

Endureth for ever!’’ 

angeaiailiaianes 
‘* If, therefore, thine eye be single, thy whole body shall 
& “be full of light.”—Marr. vi. 22. 

What is clearly required of us we should 
not reason upon, but wait for strength to per- 
form. This is keeping the eye single; and 
the blessed effect of such uprightness is that 
the mind, cleaving in faith to its proper ob- 
ject, receives such increasing degrees of light 
and confirmation, as dispel the clouds of dark- 
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ness arising from the weakness of nature, and 
leave the undoubting traveller to go cheer- 
fully on his way.— Pious Remembrancer. 


_ FRIENDS’ REVIEW. “ 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tue TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT, AND THE 
De usions OF SPIRITUALISM.—In the Review 
of Third month 29th, p. 489, under the cap- 
tion, “ Prophetic Warnings,” we offered some 


, FIFTH MONTH 2, 1868. 


remarks upon those intimations which the| 


Holy Spirit not unfrequently communicates 
to the souls of anointed men and women, 
whose spiritual ears are rightly attuned and 
attentive to His word. The true solution of 
this mystery was given in the text, “ The tes- 
timony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 


These experiences have been known by ser- | 


vants of the Lord from generation to genera- 


tion, and they have meekly stood the test of | 


1 Kings xvii. 24, by which Rebecca Jones 
once asked George Dillwyn whether he was 


willing to be tried: “ Now by this I know) 
that thou art a man of God, and that the word | 


of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 
A writer in a New England periodical, 


after quoting part of said editorial, confirms, | 
as beyond doubt, our assertion of prophetic | 


revelation. 

“ Often, in years past, the writer of this has 
been awe-struck and astonished on witnessing 
revelations made in private families by ‘tray- 


He says: 


elling Friends,” who, he felt certain, knew | 


nothing themselves of the occurrences or states 
of mind narrated.” 


The writer proceeds, however, to identify | 


, 


against the Holy Ghost committed by those 
who so accounted for the miracles of our 
blessed Lord, saying, “ He casteth out devils 
by Beelzebub the prince of devils.” 


“This gift seems to depend mainly, if not wholly, 
on some peculiarity in the organism of the minister 
or medium, irrespective of morals, belief or religion, 
further than that the purer the vessel or instrument, 
as @ general rule, the purer and more reliable will 
|be the Spirit utterances or manifestations made 
through it.” 


“By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
“ Beloved,” said the beloved disciple, “ be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits, 
whether they are of God.’ What abatement 
‘must there be in the Christian’s holy hope of 
'entering into rest, what diminished sweetness 
‘in the prospect of falling asleep in Jesus,—if 
that rest and that “sleep in Christ” are liable 
‘to be disturbed and broken by any band of 
infatuated “ mediums” or “ table turners” who 
may wish to call back the departed from the 
bosom of Abraham, for the purpose of exhi- 
| bition? What must be the idea of the soul’s 
| progression, on the part of those who accept as 
genuine the worse than twaddle (orthography 
and all) which is believed to come from the 
spirits of Milton, Newton, Byron, and many 
| others who, when in life, whether good or bad, 
If 
| there be spiritual existences who, for no sane- 
tified or rational mission, are docile, and sub- 
|ject to the beck and call of mortals, as the 
| fabulous witches of Macbeth,— 


** Black spirits and white, 


| Blue spirits and grey,’’ 
| we may depend upon it they are spirits of un- 


rest, under the dominion of the “ Prince of the 


| were certainly shrewd and well educated ? 





“these manifestations of spirit power” with | power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
the phenomena attendant upon “spirit medi-|in the children of disobedience.” The fair 
ums.” With these delusions (whether human | construction of which text may probably be 
or Satanic, but assuredly no Divine reveal-| thus given :—that the air is a region in which 
ings) he confounds the pure testimony of the| (as A. Clarke says) “malicious spirits dwell” 
Spirit, as communicated to John Woolman, | under the direct influence of Satan, who also 
(whom he acknowledges as “ one of the purest | works in the hearts of those who summon 
and most conscientious of men,”) George Fox, | them, and thus, through these mediums, the 
David Sands, Richard Seller and many others. | Prince calls his own subjects, under the pre- 
To us who have in so many instances found | tended charaeters which will suit the whims 
that this gift of God, which a half-converted | of the deluded ones thus snared by the adver- 
Spiritualist offered to purchase of Peter with | sary of souls from seeking 

money, is only found in those who are “led | ‘*a closer walk with God.” 

by the spirit of God,” and who seek to live in | At the cost of appropriating more space to 
and walk by that Spirit, such a passage as/the subject than we are quite willing thus to 
the following seems little short of that sin | devote, we copy, on another page (without en- 














dorsing all the views incidentally intermixed) 
some striking passages on this topic from the 
pen of an old personal friend. 

For the person whose essay has called forth 
these comments, we entertain unfeigned per- 


sonal respect, though we regard his spiritual- | 


istic theory with sadness and aversion. 





CoNncLUSION OF PHILADELPHIA YEARLY 
MeetinGc.—The answers to the Queries re- 
ceived from the various Quarters elicited 
much appropriate remark. The Committee 
on Indian Affairs presented interesting infor- 


mation, and whilst it failed to present much | 


evidence of their religious advancement, it 


showed great fidelity in moral care, industrial | 


aid, and in provision for their education and 


for their physical wants. The demand for 


boarding-school accommodation has become | 


greater than the committee are able to supply. 
Reports from various committees claimed at- 
tention, as did also the educational and tem- 
perance statistics. 
couraging diminution in the number of mem- 
bers who either use or furnish spirituous 
beverages—several Quarterly Meetings being 
altogether clear. 

The tobacco question, which at different 


. 
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(eral cases were mentioned of persons who 
'from this cause had become so tremulous 
| that they were disqualified for wielding the 
|pen, but whose nervous systems had been 
fully restored on a complete renunciation of 
the weed. The case was mentioned of an es- 
timable Friend whose trembling hand had 
become unfitted for guiding the pen, and his 
| life seemed failing. He relinquished tobacco, 
was restored, and lived to the age of 94 years. 
Among the numerous speakers was the venera- 
ble Joseph Tillinghast, of New Bedford, who 
from the same cause had been similarly 
affected, but who now stood before us with 
his strength renewed. A person in the youth’s 
gallery arose, and stating that he had been in 
'thraldom to this habit for 18 years, took 
from his pocket his stock of tobacco, and 
throwing it upon the floor renounced his old, 
disgusting enemy. It was most gratifying to 
witness the strong expression of sentiment, 
|tempered by considerate regard for the feel- 
ings of aged Friends who from a supposed 
necessity might be in the practice. One of 
| this class, however, arose, and acknowledging 
‘that he was addicted thereto, stated that he 
j|had been enabled to prevent his only son 
from adopting the use of tobacco, and that 


} 


times in the history of the Yearly Meeting | he did not consider the language of the min- 
had claimed its serious attention, was intro-| Ute any too strong. A modern writer applies 
duced in a striking manner by our Friend | 0 “ the violations of nature’s laws in the use 
Samuel Bettle, who demonstrated the evil|of stimulants and narcotics,” the words of 
effects, both in a moral and in a sanitary | Anne of Austria: “God does not pay at the 
view, of smoking and chewing the venomous end of every week, but he pays at /ast.” It is 





weed. Religious considerations and the 
Christian duty of self-denial were brought 
into view. The concern spread over the 
meeting in a remarkable manner, and a 
strong concurrent expression from very many 
Friends evinced that a debt was due to its 
scattered members in the form of a minute of 
advice which was finally adopted, admonish- 


ing those who had formed the habit to dis-| 


continue it, and those who were yet free 
from it to continue so. Dr. Evans, in a clear, 
convincing manner, bore valuable testimony 
as a medical practitioner for nearly forty 
years, during which he had noted the per- 
nicious effects of tobacco, the slaves of which 
were often unconscious of the injury they 
were receiving, but when attacked by disease 


their enfeebled constitutions succumbed, Sev-| by abstaining from the use of tobacco.”’ 


‘estimated that tobacco is used by eight hun- 
dred millions of men. Let not the professors 
‘of pure truth “run with the multitude” in this 
| carnal indulgence.* 

A highly instructive memorial was read 
|concerning our beloved and honored Friend 


| * It is interesting to notice in this connection that 

| the Methodist Episcopal Conference, held in this 

| city last month, took a similar action by the passage 

|of the following resolutions, the carrying out of 
| which will involve, on the part of a great number 
|of individuals, the exercise of much self-denial, 
| and from which also incaleulable benefit may be ex- 
| pected to result. 

| ‘** Whereas, this Conference has declared that in 
| its judgment the chewing and smoking of tobacco 
|is a needless self-indulgence; therefore, Resolved, 

| lst. That we commend its action to the Christian 

| regard of the members of the Church within our 

| bounds. 2d. Resolved, That as Pastors it is our 
| duty to set the flock over which the Holy Ghost has 
| made us overseers an example of holy self-denial, 
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JAMES EMLEN, an Elder. His life was one 
of remarkable Christian circumspection, one 
sweet result of which is seen in his children 
rising to call him blessed. 

One of the Quarterly Meetings having 
asked for advice in reference to persons re- 
motely scattered and out of the knowledge 
of Friends, who, (in many -cases uncon- 
sciously,) possess a right of membership, the 
subject, after deliberate consideration, was re- 
ferred to the Meeting for Sufferings with a 
view to their maturing a suggestion in the 
case, to be presented next year. 

At different stages of the proceedings there 
was known a degree of living concern for the 
cause of Truth and righteousness, and nu- 
merous testimonies were borne which partook 
of the Divine anointing; and we thought 


’ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letter from Eli Jones. 
Lonpox, 4th mo. 11, 1868. 

My dear friend Wm. J. Allinson.—We are 
again in this great city, and comfortably quar- 
tered at the house of our very kind friends 
Stafford and Hannah S. Allen, where we are 
seeking rest and a renewal of strength for fur- 
ther service for our Good Master. 

For more than two months past my dear 
Sibyl has been suffering from an attack of 
disease, leaving her at times very weak ; con- 
sequently we were unable to accomplish fully 
what we had in view in the Orient, leaving 
| several places in Palestine and in Egypt that 
we might hasten the time of embarkation at 
Alexandria, in order to bear our invalid to a 
|more favorable climate, as the only thing 
| likely to facilitate a cure. The voyage, with 
| the use of remedies prescribed by the physician 
| on shipboard, arrested the disorder for a time, 
}and we hoped the cure might prove perma- 


it evident, that notwithstanding all causes of | nent; but the journey by train from Mar- 

discouragement, the materials still remain |seilles to Nismes proved too much for the 

which, by the quickening word and forming | strength of our charge, and the disorder ral- 

hand of our Lord, might be built up into al lied with fresh force, and continued for some 
; : 


: ti rain yielded to skilful treatment 
holy temple unto Him. we orn ct penne Ba 


The building of| and nursing by our kind friend Lydia Ma- 
God, however, must be grounded in love, and | jolier, whose kindness and sympathy, with that 


secret aspirations arose that the love of our|of our much loved friends in the south of 


heavenly Father, Shepherd, Bishop, and 
Leader, may leaven every heart into un- 
feigned love for the brethren. 


TL 


MARRIED, 
At Springfield Meeting, Uhio, on the 26th of Third 
month, 1868, Jeremian Kimproven to Ruopa Emma 
Hap ey. 


——-_ +08 


DIED. 


NEWBY.—In Hendricks Co., Ind., on the 4th of 
Third month, 1868, Sallie C., wife of Allen Newby, | W 


and daughter of Samuel and Susanna Mendenhall, 
in the 32d year of her age; a member of Beech Grove 
Monthly Meeting. She finished her course peace- 
fully, in Christian resignation. 


COLLINS.—In Bolton, Mass., on the 21st of Third 
month, 1868, Lucy F. Collins, aged 53; a member 
and minister of Bolton Monthly Meeting. We feel 
that our loss is her gain; that she could adopt the 
language of Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

BORTON.—On the 9th of Fourth month, 1868, 
Joseph Borton, in hie 68th year; a member of Bur- 
lington Monthly Meeting, N, J. 


TAYLOR.—On the 12th of Fourth month, 1868, 


Charles, son of our late Friends Benjamin and Sarah | 
M. Taylor, in the 44th year of his age; a member of 


Burlington Monthly Meeting, N. J. 


DEACON.—On the 5th of Fourth month, 1865, 
Caroline, daughter of George B. and Mary R. Dea- 


con, in the 22d year of her age; a member of Bar- | 


lington Monthly Meeting, N. J. 


Wise men, though all laws were abolished, 


would lead the same lives.— Aristophanes. 


| France, greatly cheered all our party. 

Near noon of the 8th inst. we took the train 
| for Paris and thence to London, via Boulogne, 
where we arrived on the evening of the 9th, 
| after a journey of thirty-three hours’ continu- 
\ance. Dear 8. bore the journey admirably, 
‘and we now entertain the hope that a few 
| days of quiet and rest may be of great use, so 
that we may be able to proceed to Dublin in 
season for the Yearly Meeting. 
Our long sojourn in the East has not been 
ithout its trials. Sometimes they seemed to 
us peculiar, and when we attempted to look 
| into the future, it seemed doubtful, if not dark. 
| Still that kind hand, always stretched out to 
isave, has gently led the way, and shielded 
|from harm. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
| Thy interesting and very acceptable letter 
of First month 21, 1868, reached us at Jaffa, 
Palestine, and also one from dear to my 
|S. J. Both were read and re-read with sincere 
| pleasure. They came, as we believed, warm 
from hearts quickened by the love of Jesus, 
and from the pens of a brother and sister 
whom we long since learned to love. : 

I was pleased to have so good an account 
| of my long-known and well-tried friend, Wm. 
|A. Sampson. I trust he will succeed well in 
the post he now occupies. He is undoubtedly 
a practical agriculturist, as well as a lucid 
and practical speech-maker. 

I was pleased to find that the Friends’ Re- 
view finds its way regularly to our Friends in 


| 


| 


| 
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Norway, and that it is so generally read by | low, dark ridge of Carmel, running out into 
them, and that some of its articles are even|the sea; further inland the last spurs of 
translated into the vernacular tongue of that | Lebanon rose white; and, still further east, 
honest-minded people, and find circulation| Hermon raised his shining head, crowned 
through the paper edited by my very dear| with snow. Behind the town, stretched the 
friend A. Kloster. I herewith send an order | rich orange-groves, interspersed with spread- 
for four more copies of Friends’ Review,—two | ing palms, and the fruitful plain of Sharon, 
for France, one for England, and one for| reaching to the grey hills of Judea. Below 
Scotland ; and had I the money to make good | us we saw the roofs of almost all Jaffa, on 
so large an order, I would gladly add names | which the inhabitants and their black slaves 
for Greece, Syria, Palestine and Egypt. There| were sunning themselves, and doves were 
are individuals in each of these countries who | skimming about in the sunshine. 
would hail with delight such a weekly visitor| Our dear friend, Sibyl Jones, was very ill 
from America, and read it to profit to them- during our stay at Jaffa, and, though she was 
selves, and communicate much to others. In| better on the morning we left, it called forth 
this way Friends and their principles would | the exercise of some faith to set out on so 
be better understood, and the doctrines of the | trying a journey as we expected it to be, even 
Gospel disseminated. |in a “tachterowan,” or chair carried between 
Our kind and efficient fellow travellers,|two mules, which is a mode of travelling 
A. L. Fox and Ellen Clare Miller, have let- | sometimes used on these rough roads by those 
ters in readiness to forward to thee in refer-| who cannot ride on horseback. We may, 
ence to our journey in the East. I shall | however, thankfully acknowledge that the 
therefore hold myself excused for this time on | journey was accomplished much more easily 
that head; I may in a future letter refer to| than we could have anticipated, for, though 
some things of special interest that came under | the nights were trying and painful, during 
my observation. : : ‘ -|the day Sibyl Jones was much better, being 
Joseph Crosfield and Robert R. Alsop are | refreshed by the fine air both of the plain and 
at present engaged in a religious visit to some | the mountains. Our road lay for some time 
places in Denmark—are expected to be absent | between the beautiful orange-gardens of Jaffa, 
from the city some two weeks longer. and along lanes bordered by hedges of the 
: Josiah Forster is able to get out to meet-| impenetrable fantastic giant cactus; then over 
ings oc vasionally. He bears the unmistakable the plains, through fields miles in extent, un- 
marks of old age, while in mind he is active| enclosed, where the little Syrian plough, 
and loving as in days gone by. drawn by its diminutive bullocks, was turn- 


A. L. Fox left us last evening for his home, | ing up the rich soil. All the way we saw the 


where we now fancy him in the society of wife | early spring flowers, conspicuous among which 
and child, father and mother, brothers and 


| were the beautiful scarlet anemones, supposed 
sisters, to whom he is tenderly attached, and 


by some to be the “lilies of the field,” to 
by whom he is greatly beloved. Dear E. C.| which our Saviour directed the attention of 
Miller intends to remain until Second or Third his disciples, which seems probable, as they 
day of next week before she leaves to join the| are clothed in scarlet, the royal color, and 
home circle, by whom she will doubtless re-| truly “Solomon, in all his glory, was not ar- 
ceive a warm welcome, but saddened with the | : 


raved like one of these.” The colors were 
thought that one dear sister waits not on earth | beautiful on the hills before us, whose ridges, 


to weleome the coming one, but in another | glens and varied features grew into form as 
and higher scene of existence, where the 


; | we approached them. 
watchers are angels in God’s own bright (To be continued.) 
presence. 


ib s GERMANTOWN, 4th mo. 25, 1868. 
My dear S. joins me in much love to. . . .| To Wa. J. ALLINSON: 
and in short to all who love the Truth. 


Very sincerely, thy friend, 








My dear friend,—The generally satisfactory 
and very interesting character of the Review, 
Ext Jones. | and the increasing influence for good which it 
Letter from Ellen Clare Miller. seems to me lately to have exerted, only the 
Loxpox, iv. 11, 1868. | more induce me to take the liberty of calling 
Dear friend, Wm. J. Allinson :—When the | thy attention to the grave defects of the article 
last account was sent thee, we ‘were on the | from Stanley in the last number. 
_ of starting from Jaffa for Jerusalem.| That repentance and conversion are not 
he previous day, First-day, the Ist of Third | universally necessary for those who have 
month, from the housetop we had a view never | reached years of responsibility, is clearly im- 
to be forgotten, in the glowing sunshine, out | plied, if not absolutely stated, in the language 
on to the blue Mediterranean, with its little | of the article, contrary, not only to the expe- 
fringe of white waves, rising and falling on| rience of every Christian as to his having 
the sand. Looking north, we saw the long, ' (when dead in trespasses and in sin,—when 













































































be 


eee 























=a 


ment, a 4 SNS TTS. 




















Seer — 





. secuioacipnint mn ten: ager an 




















ere pol 











a tk 




















be 


























mame 











~The ar a 

















































































































572 FRIENDS’ 


by nature a child of wrath, even as others) 
needed repentance towards God and faith in | 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but also to the preach- 
ing both of our Saviour and his Apostles, 
alike to Jew and Gentile, before and after the 
passion of our Lord. 

One wilful sin causes spiritual death,—* the | 
soul that sirineth it shall die;” and all who 
have violated the law written in the heart 
have need of being quickened into spiritual | 
life by the Spirit, to repent and be converted, | 
that their sins may be blotted out. 

Affectionately, thy friend, 

[Thanks to our correspondent for calling | 
attention to the selection, “ Lifetime dedica- | 
tion,” p. 547. The stricture is just.] 

Centre, N.C., 4th mo. 5.—To Friends | 
wishing to emigrate to the genial clime of | 
Carolina, where “a regular system of Monthly | 
Meeting Schools and First-day Schools has | 
been established,” I would say that suitable | 
farms can be had near Back Creek Meeting, | 
Randolph Co., on very reasonable 





terms. | 
Sweet potatoes, figs, grapes, peaches, pears, | 
&e., can be raised to perfection. Corn and | 
wheat are the principal staple products. 
Address SamvueEt A. Purpre, 
Asheboro, N.C. 
Ricumonp Orpuan Hovse. 


Rocouncy, 4th mo. 20, 1868. 
To Editor Friends’ Review: 


Dear Friend,—I feel sure thou wilt be 
pleased to hear that the building for Colored | 
Orphans at Richmond, Va., is now finished, | 


except the painting. We have received | 
$4,859.22 in donations and interest thereon to 
date, which has been expended, and we need 
$500 to pay the bills still due, before we are 
entitled by contract to occupy the building. We 
therefore make an urgent appeal to the friends 
of humanity, especially those who have al- 
ready aided us, to forward as soon as possible | 
the needed balance. 

We are glad to be able to add that the 
house has been much commended by all who 
have seen it as well adapted to its object, which 
includes the establishment of a day school for 
the children in the neighborhood. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Joun B. CrensHaw, 
Box 1037. 


PENNS AND PENINGTONS. 
(Continued from page 551.) 

Whilst Isaac Penington remained a prison- 
er at Aylesbury, Thomas Ellwood, as the 
tutor of his sons, had considerable care of the 
family affairs, and he sometimes gives us an 
interesting glimpse into their history as well 
as his own. He tells us that “there was in 
those times (1666) a meeting once a month 
in the house of George Salter, a Friend of | 
Hedgerly, to which we sometimes went. 


REVIEW. 


Morgan Watkins being then with us, he and 
I, with Guli and her maid, and one Judith 
Parker, wife of Dr. Parker, one of the College 
of Physicians, London, with a daughter of 
theirs (neither of whom were Quakers, but as 
acquaintances of Mary Penington were with 
her on a visit) walked over to that meeting. 

“The place was about a mile from the 
house of Ambrose Bennet, the justice who the 
summer before had sent me and some other 
Friends to Aylesbury prison, from the burial 
of Edward Parret of Amersham. He, by 
what means I know not, getting notice not 
only of the meeting, but, as we supposed, of 
our being there, came himself to it ; and as he 
came, catched up a stackwood stick, big 
enough to knock any man down, and brought 
it with him hidden under his cloak. Being 
come to the house, he stood for a while with- 
out the door, out of sight, listening to hear 
what was said, for Morgan was then speaking 
in the meeting. But certainly he heard 
very imperfectly, if it was true what we 
heard he said afterwards among his com- 
panions, as an argument that Morgan was a 
Jesuit, viz.: that in his preaching he trolled 
over Latin as fluently as ever he heard any 
one ; whereas Morgan, good man! was better 
versed in Welsh than in Latin, which I sup- 
pose he had never learned: I am sure he did 
not understand it. 

“When this martial justice, who at Amer- 
sham had with his drawn sword struck an un- 
armed man, who he knew would not strike 
again, had now stood some time abroad, on a 
sudden he rushed in among us, with the stack- 
wood stick held up in his hand ready to 
strike, crying out, ‘Make way there!’ and an 
ancient woman not getting soon enough out 
of his way, he struck her with the stick a 
shrewd blow over the breast. Then, pressing 
through the crowd to the place where Mor- 
gan stood, he plucked him from thence, and 
caused so great a disorder in the room that it 
broke the meeting up; yet would not the 
people go away, but tarried to see what the 
issue would be. 

“Then taking pen and paper, he sat down 
at the table among us, and asked several of 
us our names, which we gave, and he set 
them down in writing. Amongst others he 
asked Judith Parker, the doctor’s wife, what 
her name was, which she readily told him. 
Thence taking occasion to discourse him, she 
so overmastered him by clear reason delivered 
in fine language, that he, glad to be rid of 
her, struck out her name, and dismissed her ; 
yet did not she remove, but kept her place 
amongst us, When he had taken what num- 
ber of names he thought fit, he singled out 
half a dozen; whereof Morgan was one, I 
another, one man more, and three women, of 
which the woman of the house was one, 








Ss — = @& & - 2 = © — bee t 


> o 


118 = S SS ,, VS Oe US CO 


=— Tt SOS oe 


er OO ot me FS Oe Ce 


-_ = 


eo Ov 





FRIENDS’ 








although her husband then was, and for! 
divers years before had been, a prisoner in the | 
Fleet for tithes, and had no one to take care | 
of his family and business but her, his wife. 

“Us six he committed to Aylesbury jail : | 
which when the doctor’s wife heard him read | 
to the constable, she attacked him again, and | 
having put him in mind that it was a sickly | 
time, and that the pestilence was reported to| 
be in that place, she, in handsome terms, | 
desired him to consider in time how he would | 
answer the cry of our blood, if by his sending | 
us to be shut up in an infected place we | 
should lose our lives. This made him alter | 
his purpose, and by a new mittimus he sent | 
us to the house of correction at Wycombe. | 
And although he committed us upon the act | 
for banishment, which limited a certain time 
for imprisonment, yet he, in his mittimus, | 
limited no time, but ordered us to be kept | 
till we should be delivered by due course of 
law; so little regardful was he, though a law- 
yer, of keeping to the letter of the law. 

“We were committed on the 13th day of 
the month called March, 1666, and were kept | 
close prisoners there till the 7th day of the| 
month called June, which was some days | 
above twelve weeks, and much above what | 
the act required. Then were we sent for to 
the justice’s house, and the rest being released, 
Morgan Watkins and I were required to find | 
sureties for our appearance at next assizes: 
Morgan being, in this‘second mittimus, repre- 
sented as a notorious offender in preaching, | 
and I as being upon the second conviction, in 
order to banishment. There we lay till the| 
25th day of the same month; and then, by 
the favor of the Earl of Ancram, being 
brought before him at his house, we were dis- 
charged from the prison, upon our promise to 
appear, if at liberty and in health, at the 
assizes; which we did, and were there dis- 
charged by proclamation. 

“After we had been discharged at the 
assizes, I returned to Isaac Penington’s family 
at Bottrel’s in Chalfont, and, as [ remember, 
Morgan Watkins with me, leaving Isaac Pen- 
ington a prisoner in Aylesbury jail. The 
lodgings we had in this farm-house proving | 
too strait and inconvenient for the family, I 
took larger and better lodgings for them in 
Berrie House at Amersham. 

“Some time after was that memorable 
meeting appointed to be holden at London, 
through a divine opening in that eminent ser- 
vant of God, George Fox, for the restoring 
and bringing in again of those who had gone 
out from Truth, and from the holy unity of 
Friends, by the means and’ ministry of John 
Perrot. This man came pretty early among 
Friends, and too early took upon him the 








ministerial office ; and being, though little in 
person, yet great in opinion of himself, 
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nothing less would serve him than to go and 
convert the Pope. In order thereunto, 
having a better man than himself, John 
Luff, to accompany him, they travelled to 
Rome, where they had not been long ere they 
were taken up and clapped into prison. Luif 
was put into the Inquisition ,and Perrot in 
their Bedlam for madmen. Luff died in 
prison, not without well-grounded suspicion 
of being murdered there. But Perrot was 
‘kept in Rome for some time, and now and 
then sent over an epistle to be printed here, 
written in such an affected and fantastic 
|style, as might have induced an indifferent 
reader to believe they in Rome had suited the 
place of his confinement to his condition.” 

(To be continued.) 


<9 ——__— 





From The Cornhill Magazine. 
VESUVIUS. 
(Continued from page 558.) 
In the great eruption of 79, Vesuvius 


|poured forth lapilli, sand, cinders, and frag- 


ments of old lava, but no new lava flowed 
from the crater. Nor does it appear that 
any lava-stream was ejected during the six 
eruptions which took place during the follow- 
ing ten centuries. In the year 1036, for the 
first time, Vesuvius was observed to pour 
forth a stream of molten lava. Thirteen 
years later, another eruption took place; then 
ninety years passed without disturbance, and 
after that a long pause of 168 years. During 
this interval, however, the volcanic system, of 
which Vesuvius is the main but not the only 
vent, had been disturbed twice. For it is re- 
lated that in 1198, the Solfatara Lake crater 
was in eruption; and in 1302, Ischia, dor- 


| mant for at least 1,400 years, showed signs of 


new activity. For more than a year earth- 
quakes had convulsed this island from time 
to time, and at length the disturbed region 
was relieved by the outburst of a lava stream 
from a new vent on the south-east of Ischia. 
The lava stream flowed right down to the 
sea, a distance of two miles. For two months, 
this dreadful outburst continued to rage; 
many houses were destroyed ; and although 
the inhabitants of Ischia were not completely 
expelled,-as happened of old with the Greek 
colonists, yet a partial emigration of the in- 
habitants took place. 

The next eruption of Vesuvius took place 
in 1306; and then, until 1631, there occurred 
only one eruption, and that an unimportant 
one, in 1500. “It was remarked,” says Sir 
Charles Lyell, “that throughout this long 
interval of rest, Etna was in a state of un- 
usual activity, so as to lend countenance to 
the idea that’ the great Sicilian volcano may 
sometimes serve as a channel of discharge to 
elastic fluids and lava that would otherwise 
rise to the vents in Campania.” 





574 FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


Nor was the abnormal activity of Etna the | time of the « opening a noise like the loudest 
only sign that the quiescence of Vesuvius was|thunder. The stones which followed were 
not to be looked upon as any evidence of de-| by the flames converted to pumice, and some 
clining energy in the volcanic system. In | of these were larger than an ox. The stones 
1538 a new mountain was suddenly thrown| went about as high as a cross-bow will 
up in the Phlegrean Fields—a district in-|carry, and then fell down, sometimes on the 
cluding within its bounds Pozzuoli, Lake|edge, and sometimes into the mouth itself, 
Avernus, and the Solfatara. The new moun-|The mud was of the color of ashes, and 
tain was thrown up near the shores of the|at first very liquid, then by degrees less 
Bay of Baiz. It is 440 feet above the level of |so; and in such quantities that in less than 
the bay, and its base is about a mile and a|twelve hours, with the help of the above- 
half circumference. The depth of the| mentioned stones, a mountain was raised of 
tay is 421 feet, so that its bottom is only|1,000 paces in height. Not only Pozzuoli 
six yards above the level of the bay. The | and the neighboring country were full of this 
spot on which the mountain was thrown up| mud, but the city of Naples also; so that 
was formerly occupied by the Lucrine Lake ;| many of its palaces were defaced by it. This 
but the outburst filled up the greater part of|eruption lasted two nights and two days 
the lake, leaving only a small and shallow | without intermission, though not always with 
pool. the same force; the third day the eruption 
The accounts which have reached us of the | ceased, and I went up with many people to 
formation of this new mountain are not with- | the top of the new hill, and saw down into its 
out interest. Falconi, who wrote in 1538,|mouth, which was a round cavity about a 
writes that several earthquakes took place|quarter pf a mile in circumference, in the 
during the two years preceding the outburst. ‘middle of which the stones which had fallen 
and above twenty shocks on the day and | were boiling up just as a cauldron of water 
night before the eruption. “The eruption | boils on the fire. The fourth day it began to 
began on September 29, 1538. It was on a| throw up again, and the seventh day much 
Sunday, about one o ‘clock in the night, when | more, but still with less violence than the 
flames’ of fire were seen between the hot-baths | first night. At this time many persons who 
and Tripergola. In a short time the fire in-| were on the hill were knocked down by 
creased to such a degree that it burst open | | the stones and killed, or smothered with the 
the earth in this place, and threw up a|smoke.” 
quantity of ashes and pumice-stones, mixed} And now, for nearly a century, the whole 
with water, which covered the whole country. | district continued in Tepose. Nearly five cen- 
The next morning the poor inhabitants of|turies had passed since there had “been any 
Pozzuoli quitted their habitations in terror, | violent eruption of Vesuvius itself; and the 
covered with the muddy and black shower, |crater seemed gradually assuming the con- 
which continued the whole day in that | dition of an extinct volcano. The interior of 
country—flying from death, but with death | the crater is described by Bracini, who visited 
painted in “their countenances. Some with| Vesuvius shortly before the eruption of 1631, 
their children in their arms, some with sacks|in terms that would have fairly represented 
full of their goods; others leading an ass,|its condition before the eruption of 79:— 
loaded with their frightened family, towards |“ The crater was five miles in circumference, 
Naples, &c. . . . The sea had retired on the|and about a thousand paces deep; its sides 
side of Baix, abandoning a considerable| were covered with brushwood, and at the 
tract ; and the shore appeared almost entirely | bottom there was a plain on which cattle 
dry, from the quantity of ashes and broken| grazed. In the woody parts, wild boars 
pumice-stones thrown up by the eruption.” | frequently harbored. In one part of the 
Pietro Giacomo di Toledo gives us some| plain, covered with ashes, were three small 
account of the phenomena which preceded the | pools, one filled with hot and bitter water, 
eruption: “That plain which lies between | another salter than the sea, and a third hot, 
Lake Avernus, the Monte Barbaro, and the | but tasteless.” But in December, 1631, the 
sea, was raised a little, and many cracks were | mountain blew away the covering of rock and 
made in it, from some of which water issued ;| cinders which supported these woods and 
at the same time the sea immediately adjoin-| pastures. Seven streams of lava poured from 
ing the plain dried up about two hundred |the crater, causing a fearful destruction of 
paces, so that the fish were left on the sand a/life and property. Resina, built over the 
prey to the inhabitants of Pozzuoli. At last, | site of Herculaneum, was entirely consumed 
on the 29th of September, about two o'clock | by a raging lava- stream. Heavy y showers of 
in the night, the earth opened near the lake, | rain, generated by the steam evolved during 
and discovered a horrid mouth, from which | the eruption, caused, in their turn, an amount 
were vomited furiously smoke, fire, stones,|of destruction scarcely less important than 
and mud composed of ashes, making at the! that resulting from the lava-streams. For, 
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falling upon the cone, and sweeping thence 
large masses of ashes and volcanic dust, these 
showers produced destructive streams of mud, 


consistent enough to merit the name of 


“aqueous lava” commonly assigned to it. 
(To be concluded.) 


Se —_ 


THIS f DID FOR THEE-—-WHAT DOEST THOU 
FOR ME? 

Motto placed under a print of Christ on the Cross, in the 
study of a German minister. It is said that Count Yinzen- 
dorf was first taught love to the Saviour by reading this 
motto, 

I gave my life for thee, 
My precious blood I shed, 
That thou might’st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead. 
I gave my life for thee ; 
What hast thou given for me? 
I spent long years for thee 
In weariness and woe, 
That one eternity 
Of joy thou mightest know; 
I spent long years for thee ; 
Hast thou spent one for me? 


My Father’s house of light, 

My rainbow-circled throne, 
I left for earthly night, 

For wand’rings sad and lone; 
I left it all for thee; 

Hast thou left aught for me? 
I suffered much for thee,— 

More than thy tongue can tell, 
Of bitterest agony, 

To rescue thee from hell ; 

I suffered much for thee ; 
What dost thou bear for me? 
And I have brought to thee, 

Down from my home above, 
Salvation full and free, 

My pardon and my love; 
Great gifts I brought to thee; 
What hast thou brought to me? 
Oh, let thy life be given, 

Thy years for me be spent, 
World fetters all be riven, 

And joy with suffering blent; 
Give thou thyself to me, 

And I will welcome thee! 


———__--—s0e- 


JOINED TO CHRIST. 


Tis not enough to be 
In hove redeemed, forgiven, 

And struggling weakly, darkly on 
To happiness and heaven. 

Tis not enough to pray 
With a divided heart, 

With which the world has still a power 
To serve the Tempter’s art. 

*Tis not enough to mourn 
O’er many a sinful fall, 

And rise, the bitter truth to learn,— 
We are but weakness all. 

*Tis not enough to know 
There is a Christ above, 

Throned like a far-off glorious star 
We may not clasp in love. 

But we, poor human hearts, 
In every good so low, 

Beg for a love, a strength, so near, 
We feel as well as know. 
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We crave a faith that brings 
Our Saviour to our side, 

Where by our mutual bonds we stand 
Acquitted, justified : 


No more for sin condemned, 
But from its power set free ; 

Joined by the truth to Christ the Life, 
In love’s full liberty. 


Lord, help us to believe, 
To break with every sin; 
And as we crown thee in our thought, 
So do thou reign within. 
— Christian Banner. 


———_—_—~~6e———.. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreion Inretticence.—European dates to the 
27th ult. have been received. 


Great Briraiww.—In the House of Commons, on 
the 21st. the bill requiring executions by hanging to 
be conducted in private was considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Charles Gilpin moved an 
amendment abolishing capital punishment. This 
was opposed by —— Gregory and J. Stuart Mill. 
The latter said that the application of the death 
penalty is now confined to cases of murder, and he 
thought they should stop at this point, and allow it 
to remain as the punishment for the highest crime 


| known to the law. He deprecated the substitution 
|of imprisonment for life, which he declared to be 


torture of the most fearful character. The amend- 
ment was lost, and the original bill was agreed to 
by the Committee. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer submitted the annual budget on the 23d. 


| The revenue for the last fiscal year, which had been 





estimated at £70,000,000, yielded £69,600,000. 
The real expansion of the revenue amounted to 
nearly £900,000. The expenditures, estimated at 
about £71,350,000, fell £50,000 short of that 
amount. The surplus of receipts over expenditures 
during the coming fiscal year is estimated at £920, 
000. The cost of the Abyssinian war is estimated 
at £5,000,000. Part of this is to be raised by an 
addition of two pence to the rate of the income tax, 
which will produce nearly £2,000,000. 

The bill for the abolition of church rates came u 
in the House of Lords on the 22d. Lord Derby, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the Bish- 
op of London, opposed the bill, though the last 


|three approved its passage to a second reading. 


All the speakers concurred in the opinion that the 
present tendency of politics is toward the dis- 
establishment of the Church. A motion to refer the 
bill to a select committee was withdrawn after a long 
debate, and the bill was read a second time. 


Much excitement had been produced by the re- 


| ception of information from Australia that Prince 
| Alfved, the Queen’s second son, who as an officer of 


| the navy has recently been visiting various places 
|in that region, was shot on the 12th of 3d month, 
| at Sydney, by a person named Farrell said, to be a 


Fenian. The Prince was severely injured, but at 


| the latest accounts was recovering. The assailant 


had been tried, convicted and sentenced to death. 
Both houses of Parliament on the 27th, without a 


| dissenting vote, adopted an address to the Queen, 
| expressive of sympathy and horror at the occurrence. 


The trial of several persons charged with com- 
plicity in the explosion at Clerkenwell prison, sup- 
posed to be designed to aid the escape of certain 


| Fenian prisoners, was concluded on the 27th. One 
| man, Barrett, was convicted, and all the other prison- 
lers acquitted. 
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France.—The evening Moniteur of the 22d de- 
clared that the baseless apprehensions of approach- 
ing war have subsided, and the public mind has 
become tranquil; and that the result is partly due 
to the efforts of foreign powers to sustain the pacific 
policy of France, 

In consequence of the recent troubles in Japan, 
the French fleet in those waters is to be augmented, 
and orders to that effect have been issued. 


Spain.—Marshal Narvaez, Prime Minister for the 
last two years, and fur different periods on several 
previous occasions, died on the 23d, in his 68th 
year. 

Bavaria.—The Minister of the Interior has issued 
a circular to the Prefects of the departments, an- 
nouncing as among the principles adopted by the 
government, the maintenance of the independence 
of Bavaria, but neither isolation nor union with the 
North German Confederation ; faithful fulfilment of 
treaties with Prussia; education of the people and 
improvement of their social condition; liberal de- 
velopment of the country and strengthening of the 
national defences. 


Saxony.—The Lower House of the Diet, on the 
7th inst., passed a resolution in favor of the abolition 
of capital punishment, after a warm debate, by a 
majority of two-thirds. 

Avsrria.—A bill regulating the relations of the 
various religious denominations in the empire has 
been proposed by the government, and discussed by 
the Diet, which is a proper supplement to the meas- 
ures relating to civil marriages and education, all 
tending to lessen the exclusive privileges of the 
Roman Catholic clergy. This bill permits parents 


to agree between themselves as to the religion in 
which their children shall ‘be educated ; and allows 
every child of fourteen to select the creed to which he 


wishes to belong. Change of religion and prose- 
lytism cease to be punishable acts; no one is to be 
forced to pay for the support of a denomination to 
which he does not belong, or to follow the formula 
of any worship, whether his own or another. The 
‘‘Sunday’’ question gave rise to some discussion. 
Arguments from economy and humanity were ad- 
duced in support of a general cessation of labor on 
that day; and an amendment was adopted that all 
public works which were not urgent should be sus- 
pended on the Sabbath. Another clause secularizes 
cemeteries. Every creed is at liberty to adopt 


what religious ceremonies it chooses at burials, but | 


every thing else relating to them is confided to the 
civil authorities. 


Geromany.—The session of the Zollverein Diet or 
German Customs Parliament was opened on the 
27th with a speech by the King of Prassia, which 
was pacific in character, and was favorably received. 

Asyssin1a.—Information was received in London 
on the 26th ult., that the British forces having 
arrived near Magdala, the capital, where Kiny 


Theodore had intrenched himself, a formal demand | 


was made for the release of the English captives, 
and this not being complied with, on the 13th an 
attack was made on an Abyssinian fortress, which 








was taken, the defenders, with the King, retreating 
to the inner works of Magdala. After three hours’ 
bombardment,’the place was taken by assault, and 
the King himself was found to have been killed. 
His two sons were taken prisoners. The European 
captives, sixty in number, had been released, some 
aecounts say, before the final assault. Magdala 
after its capture was given up to plunder, and 
much booty was obtained, besides a large quantity 
of arms and warlike equipments. The loss of the 
British troops is represented as having been small. 
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It was reported that the army would speedily set 
out on its return. 


Domestic.—The Arkansas Legislature, elected 
under the new Constitution, and at the time of its 
ratification, has unanimously adopted the amend- 
ment to the U. 8. Constitution, (the 14th article.) 
B. F. Rice and A. McDonald, chosen as Senators 
from that State, have arrived at Washington, to- 
gether with some or all of the Representatives 
elected, but it is understood that they will not 
apply for admission until after the close of the im- 
peachment trial. The President of the South Caro- 
lina Convention has brought to Washington, as 
required by the law, the new Constitution of that 
State, to be presented to Congress for its ratifi- 
cation. 

Returns of the elections in North Carolina, 
Georgia and Louisiana are incomplete, but there 
appears good ground for belief that in all, the new 
Constitutions have been ratified by considerable 
majorities. In Georgia, the result in other respects 
is yet doubtful, but both the others have probably 
elected Republican Legislatures and State officers, 
and mostly Republicans to Congress. The majority 
for the Constitution in South Carolina is certainly 
over 20,000, 


Concress.—The Senate has transacted no legis- 
lative business during the past week, and very 
little has been done in the Louse, the members 
attending the impeachment trial. A resolution 
was adopted on the 27th, instructing the Committee 
on Roads and Canals to inquire whether Congress 
has power to provide for the regulation and ‘ontrol 
of railroads, especially those extending through 
different States, so as to secure the safety of passen- 
gers, uniform and equitable rates of fare and freight 
charges, and proper connection with each other as 
to the transfer of passengers and freight: and if it 
has such power, to report a bill for those objects. 
A bill to admit the State of Arkansas to represen- 
tation was introduced, and referred to the Recon- 
struction Committee. 

In the impeachment trial, the Senate, on the 22d, 
adopted a new rule permitting as many of the 
Managers and counsrl as desire to do so, either to 
file arguments or address the Senate, the concluding 
oral argument to be made by a Manager. Manager 
Boutwell then commenced his argument, which oc- 
cupied that day and part of the next, followed in 
reply by T. A. R. Nelson, who concluded on the 24th. 

Groesbeck, of the President’s counsel, who 
took the place of J. S. Black, on the withdrawal of 
the latter at an early stage of the trial, made an ar- 
gument on the 25th. Propositions were offered to ad- 
mit the official reporters to the private deliberations 
of the Senate on the final judgment, and for two ad- 
ditional rules, relating to the mode of voting, and 
prescribing that on conviction the presiding officer 
shall forthwith pronounce the removal from office of 
the convicted person, and any farther judgment shall 
be on the order of the Senate, but were, op the 27th, 
postponed till the conclusion of the arguments. 
Manager Stevens then read a part of his argument, 
but his physical strength failing, the reading was 
finished by another, and he was succeeded by Mana- 
ger Williams, who concluded on the 28th, when 
after some.discussion between Butler and Nelson on 
points involved in the latter’s speech, W. M. Evarts 
commenced his argument for the defence. 

The President, on the 24th, sent to the Senate the 
nomination of John M. Schofield as Secretary of 
War, ‘‘in place of Edwin M. Stanton, removed ;” 
thus withdrawing the nomination of Thos. Ewing, 
Sr., which was sent directly after the attempted re- 
moval, but has never been acted on by the Senate. 





